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Letter of reference for Jenny Ritchie: 

Sunday 9th November, 2011 

To whom I t May Concern; 

I have known Jenny Ritchie for the past 12 years in a working and performance capacity, 
within the theatre Production “Maui – One Man Against The Gods” and supporting aerial 
gigs around that production.  

Jenny played a leading aerial role in both the pilot production in 2003 and 5 touring 
seasons of “Maui” from 2005-2007, performing in the major theatre venues of New 
Zealand to record audience attendance numbers for a NZ production.  

Jenny also played a pivotal role in developing and enhancing the aerial components of the 
production throughout the workshopping and rehearsal process that this large-scale 
production required. Her enthusiasm and commitment to improve the aerial displays to 
international standards was more than any director could ask for. Her skill in performing 
the tissu, web and full body aerials was the strongest of any performer in the production 
of Maui, and she continued to improve and strengthen her performance with each new 
season of the shows development. 

There is no doubt that Jenny is one of New Zealand’s strongest aerial performers in a 
variety of disciplines. However, what sets her apart is her commitment to work through 
new skills, and develop them to a high standard. Performing in “Maui” required the 
majority of the aerial performers to also undertake the traditional Maori Performing 
Artforms of patu, poi, action song and haka (Maori martial arts, dance and chant/song 
forms). These skills were new to Jenny, and she was able to learn quickly and effectively 



the level required to perform alongside the experienced performers in the cast of these art 
forms. It shows Jenny’s desire to tackle new challenges with a committed spirit and 
integrity to the art form. This attitude to embracing new challenges is why she was 
always the first I would go to ask her availability for exterior gigs around the 
performance seasons of Maui. 

Finally, Jenny has such a passion for life, and takes her experience of the world and 
humanity to such deep and spiritual levels. This allows those around to also plug into that 
special connection that she has with both the world and its people. 

It is with great pleasure that I write this letter of support for Jenny, and please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you wish to discuss my letter of support on (0064) 21 176-5032, 
or (0064) 4 902-0356 or email me on Tanemahuta@teaomarama.com 

Naku iti nei 

Tanemahuta Gray – Artistic Director,  
Maui – One Man Against the Gods  

113 Riwai Street, 
Paraparaumu 
Wellington 
New Zealand 
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